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The Behavioral Tradition Shift and the Purple Martin
Name

The first purple martin hosts were Native Americans. Hundreds or thousands of years
ago, likely by chance, a single pair of martins probably nested in a Native American
hanging gourd. A gourd is a simply a hollowed out container that hangs from a pole or
fixture. The gourd served the same purpose for martins as woodpecker holes. Other
martins likely followed suit and an incredible tradition was born.

The Native Americans quickly learned that hosting purple martins was to their
advantage. The birds consumed copious amounts of insect pests. Furthermore, they
noticed the martins were aggressive toward other birds on their nesting grounds and
worked vigorously to drive away blackbirds and crows, which threatened crops, and
hawks and vultures, which could steal food or eat chickens. They encouraged these
birds to nest nearby by hanging gourds on wooden poles. The more they hung, the
more martins they attracted. The practice of using gourds to attract martins is
documented in the histories of the Cherokee, Creek, Choctaw, Chickasaw, and other
Native groups in the American South.

As the nation was settled, Europeans copied the Native American practice of hanging
gourds. Some of these settlers added artistic flair to the gourds and at some point,
began building and painting houses for the birds. As more and more settlers poured
west and south, land was cleared to make room for their settlements. Before long, the
great swaths of forests that covered the land were gone and the natural cavities
martins traditionally nested in became scarce, unintentionally and irreversibly making
martins dependent on man-made gourds and nesting houses. The transition forced
upon the martins is an example of a "behavioral tradition shift." Interestingly, this shift
did not occur in western populations of martins, which still use woodpecker holes in
trees and cacti to nest in rather than houses or gourds.

Today, eastern populations of martins are entirely dependent on a dedicated group
comprised of thousands of "landlords." across the eastern and central United States.
Many landlords are intimately involved with their martin colonies and take great
measures to ensure their success. Removing predators, trapping invasive sparrows
and starlings, caring for displaced or orphaned young martins, cleaning houses, and
providing martins with mealworms or crushed egg shells are just some of the jobs
performed on a daily basis by purple martin lovers.
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. What question is NOT answered in the passage?
A. In what year was the first purple martin house built?
B. What are some of the Native American groups that attracted martins?
C. Who were the first people to attract purple martins?
D. How did Native Americans attract purple martins?

. Which of the following IS NOT true about purple martins?
A. They nest in gourds or houses throughout America
B. They chase away birds that eat crops
C. They eat a lot of insect pests
D. They nest in colonies

. Which of the following would be another example of a behavioral tradition
shift?
A. A bird that is introduced to a new land or habitat
B. A bird that can be found in many different habitats
C. A bird that changes in migration pattern because of habitat disturbance
D. A bird that only eats one type of insect

. What could a title for the third paragraph?
A. The Benefits of Hosting Purple Martins
B. Purple Martins: An Endangered Species
C. Habitat Destruction in America: The Felling of the Great Forests
D. The Nesting Habits of Purple Martins: A Tale of Two Populations

. What is IMPLIED in the following sentence about the eastern and central
United States?

Before long, the great swaths of forests that covered the land were gone and the
natural cavities martins traditionally nested in became scarce, unintentionally and
irreversibly making martins dependent on man-made gourds and nesting houses.

A. Martins will never go back to nesting in woodpecker holes

B. The great swaths of forests are gone forever

C. Purple martins were once scarce

D. There are probably no more natural cavities for birds to nest in.



6. Which word in the last paragraph means committed or loyal?
A. dependent
B. determined
C. involved
D. intimately

7. Which of the following is an example of a transition as it relates to martins?
A. The martins transitioned from rare to common
B. The martins transitioned from Native American to European
C. The martins transitioned from chasing blackbirds to chasing hawks and
vultures
D. The martins transitioned from natural to man-made nesting sites



