
 

Reconstruction Acts of 1867 – Fact or Fiction 
The end of the American Civil War marked the beginning of a long and difficult process of 
Reconstruction, during which the Southern states had to meet certain conditions before they could be 
readmitted to the Union. These conditions, known as the Reconstruction Acts, were designed to 
ensure that the Southern states would embrace the principles of freedom and equality for all citizens, 
regardless of race. 
 
The Reconstruction Acts were passed by Congress in 1867 and applied to the Southern states that 
had seceded from the Union. These states were required to meet several conditions before they 
could be readmitted to the Union. The conditions included the following: 
 
Ratify the 14th Amendment: The 14th Amendment to the Constitution granted citizenship rights to all 
persons born or naturalized in the United States, including African Americans. The Southern states 
were required to ratify this amendment to be readmitted to the Union. 
 
Adopt new state constitutions: The Southern states were required to adopt new state constitutions 
that guaranteed African Americans the right to vote and hold office. These new constitutions also had 
to be approved by Congress. 
 
Disenfranchise former Confederate officials: The Southern states were required to disenfranchise 
former Confederate officials and military officers from holding any public office. This was to prevent 
them from regaining political power and perpetuating their discriminatory practices. 
 
Guarantee equal protection under the law: The Southern states were required to guarantee equal 
protection under the law for all citizens, regardless of race. This meant that African Americans could 
not be denied the right to vote or hold office, and they had to be given the same legal protections as 
white citizens. 
 
Accept federal military rule: The Southern states were placed under federal military rule until they met 
these conditions. This meant that the military would be in charge of enforcing these new requirements 
and ensuring that the Southern states complied with the new laws. 
 
The Reconstruction Acts were a crucial part of the process of rebuilding the country after the Civil 
War. They were designed to ensure that the Southern states would not repeat the mistakes of the 
past and that all citizens would be treated equally under the law. While the process of Reconstruction 
was far from perfect, it helped pave the way for the eventual end of slavery and the full citizenship 
rights of African Americans. The Reconstruction Acts also laid the groundwork for the civil rights 
movement of the 20th century, which sought to further extend and protect the rights of all citizens. 
 
 
 
1. The Reconstruction Acts were designed to ensure that the Southern states embraced 
principles of freedom and equality for all citizens, regardless of race. 
a) Fact 
b) Fiction 
 



2. Reconstruction is usually considered a long and difficult process. 
a) Fact 
b) Fiction 
 
3. The 14th Amendment of the United States Constitution officially ended slavery. 
a) Fact 
b) Fiction 
 
4. As part of the process of coming back into the Union, Southern states were required to 
guarantee that African Americans had the right to vote and hold office. 
a) Fact 
b) Fiction 
 
5. As part of the Reconstruction Acts, former Confederate officers could hold office in some 
circumstances. 
a) Fact 
b) Fiction 
 
6. As part of Reconstruction, Southern states were under the control of the military until one 
of the conditions was met. 
a) Fact 
b) Fiction 
 
7. The Reconstruction Acts helped pave the way for the Civil Rights movement in the 19th 
century. 
a) Fact 
b) Fiction 
 
8. In the following sentence, the word "complied" could be replaced with "fulfilled". 
a) Fact 
b) Fiction 
 
9. The new state constitutions that the southern states were required to write did not need 
congressional approval. 
a) Fact 
b) Fiction 
 
10. The Reconstruction Acts were passed in 1867, after the Civil War. 
a) Fact 
b) Fiction 
 
11. The word "ratify" in the following sentence could be replaced with "debate". 
 
The Southern states were required to ratify this amendment to be readmitted to the Union. 
a) Fact 
b) Fiction 
 
12. A prominent theme in the Reconstruction Acts is equality. 
a) Fact 
b) Fiction 
 
 



 
----------Key---------- 
 
1. (a) 
2. (a) 
3. (b) 
4. (a) 
5. (b) 
6. (b) 
7. (b) 
8. (a) 
9. (b) 
10. (a) 
11. (b) 
12. (a) 


