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Benedict Arnold was born on January 14, 1741, in Norwich, Connecticut. He was one of five children, though only 
he and his sister survived to adulthood. While his family was fairly wealthy when he was a child, bad business 
decisions by his father plunged the family deep into debt. His father became an alcoholic, and Benedict was forced to 
drop out of school. At age 15, he ran away and joined the Connecticut Militia where he helped fight against the 
French in the Seven Years’ War. After the war, Benedict's mother and father died within two years of each other. 
 
After the deaths of his parents, Benedict moved to New Haven and helped restore the family's good name. He 
became a successful and enterprising pharmacist and soon made enough money to partner with a friend to buy three 
trading ships. Benedict and his partner established a profitable West Indies trade, and he often traveled throughout 
the Western Hemisphere conducting his business. In 1767, Benedict married Margaret Mansfield. The couple had 
three sons together, but Margaret died in 1775. 
 
In 1775, Connecticut was stirring with the idea of revolution. Benedict Arnold was chosen Captain of the Governor’s 
2nd Company of Connecticut Guards. The guards joined the revolution after the Battles of Lexington and Concord 
and marched to Massachusetts. On the way, Benedict formulated a plan to seize Fort Ticonderoga (in New York) and 
its cannons for the fledgling Continental Army. He convinced the Massachusetts Committee of Safety to fund the 
expedition and was named colonel in the Massachusetts Militia. On May 10, 1775, Benedict, along with Ethan Allen, 
led a successful raid and occupation of Fort Ticonderoga. They also seized Fort George and Crown Point. The raids 
yielded much ammunition for the Continental Army. At least 100 cannons were transported all the way back to 
Boston for the purposes of defending the city. Nevertheless, while Arnold was in command of the forts, the 
Continental Congress sent Benjamin Hinman to take command from him. Benedict started to feel unappreciated. 
 
After an unsuccessful raid on the city of Quebec, Benedict was promoted to Brigadier General, though he was passed 
over for other promotions (which fueled his resentment). Nevertheless, he played a pivotal role in preventing the 
escape of British General John Burgoyne and his soldiers in the 1777 Battle of Saratoga. The battle, which historians 
agree was the turning point of the war, helped convince French forces to team up with the Patriots to defeat the 
British. Benedict, however, was deprived of credit for his part in the battle because of personal disputes with Major 
General Horatio Gates. 
 
By 1780, Benedict was very bitter toward the Continental Congress. Appointed as the commander of the fort at West 
Point, New York, he offered to hand it over to British forces for a large sum of money. Arnold's plan, however, was 
discovered, and he quickly swore allegiance to the British. He commanded British forces in several small-scale 
battles, but they would soon back out of the war, much to his contempt. By 1783, America was free and Benedict 
could never go back. Ironically, Benedict Arnold was also passed over for several promotions in the British Army 
because he was not trusted. In the years after the war, he made many unwise business decisions in England and in 
Canada. He died in 1801, virtually penniless. He is said to have prayed to God for forgiveness for betraying the 
Patriot cause in the moments before his death. He is even said to have requested to be buried in the uniform of a 
Continental soldier. He is buried in England. 
 
Today, Benedict Arnold is the most famous traitor in American history. Despite his brilliance as an American 
general, he will be forever remembered as the man who gave the British the fort at West Point. 



1.) Based on the first paragraph, how would you 
describe Benedict Arnold’s childhood? 

a.) Easy 
b.) Creative 
c.) Fun 
d.) Difficult 

2.) Before Benedict fought in the Revolutionary 
War, he was a(n)… 

a.) Pharmacist 
b.) Lawyer 
c.) Doctor 
d.) Student 

3.) Benedict Arnold did not… 
a.) Formulate a plan to raid Fort Ticonderoga 
b.) Convince the Massachusetts Committee of 

Safety to fund the raid of Fort Ticonderoga 
c.) Become Captain of the Governor’s 2nd 

Company of Massachusetts Guards 
d.) Marry Margaret Mansfield in 1767 

4.) Why did Benedict Arnold feel disrespected after 
Fort Ticonderoga? 

a.) He was given poor soldiers. 
b.) His command was taken away. 
c.) He had to share credit with Ethan Allen. 
d.) He was not elected to the Continental Congress. 

5.) What does the word “pivotal” mean in the 
following line: 

Nevertheless, he played a pivotal role in preventing the 
escape of British General John Burgoyne and his 
soldiers in the 1777 Battle of Saratoga. 

a.) Minor 
b.) Challenging 
c.) Important 
d.) Difficult 

6.) Which of the following did Benedict Arnold not 
participate in? 

a.) The seizure of Fort Ticonderoga 
b.) The Battle of Saratoga 
c.) A raid on Quebec 
d.) The Continental Congress 

7.) How did Benedict Arnold get along with 
Horatio Gates? 

a.) They seemed to get along. 
b.) The passage doesn’t say. 
c.) We can infer he got along poorly with Gates. 
d.) We can infer he got along well with Gates. 

8.) How did Benedict Arnold betray his country? 
a.) He was angry at the Continental Congress. 
b.) He offered an important fort to the enemy. 
c.) He fought for credit with other American 
generals. 
d.) None of the above. 

9.) Which of the following best summarizes how 
Benedict Arnold will be remembered? 

a.) A great American general who lead the Patriots 
to victory at Saratoga. 

b.) A bitter American general who never thought 
he got enough credit. 

c.) A man who became a great success after a 
troubled childhood. 

d.) A traitor whose accomplishments don’t matter 
after he offered West Point to the British. 

10.) Which is NOT true? 
a.) Benedict Arnold made better business decisions 

at the end of his life than at the beginning. 
b.) Benedict Arnold did help the Patriot cause in 

some regard. 
c.) Benedict Arnold could never return to America. 
d.) Benedict Arnold is not considered a hero in 

America or England. 


