
  
  

Comparing  and  Contrasting  California  and  Arizona                                              
Name:  _________________________  
  
California  
  
California,  located  along  the  west  coast  of  the  United  States,  became  
America’s  31st  state  on  September  9th,  1850,  soon  after  gold  was  
discovered  at  Sutter’s  Fort.  California  borders  Oregon,  Nevada,  Arizona,  
and  Mexico.  The  Pacific  Ocean  lies  to  its  west.  Its  capital  is  Sacramento  and  
largest  city  is  Los  Angeles.  California  has  more  people  than  any  other  state  
and  has  numerous  attractions  that  bring  people  from  all  over  the  world  such  
as  Disney  Land,  Hollywood,  Lake  Tahoe,  and  the  Monterey  Bay  Aquarium.  
California  also  has  vibrant  cities  such  as  San  Francisco  and  San  Diego.    
It  has  beautiful  national  parks  such  as  Yosemite  and  Redwood,  which  
feature  the  tallest  trees  in  the  world.  California  has  snow-­capped  mountain  
ranges,  volcanoes,  deserts,  and  beautiful  beaches.    
  
Arizona  
  
Arizona,  located  in  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  United  States,  became  a  
state  on  February  14,  1912.  It  was  America’s  48th  state!  It  is  one  of  the  four  
corner  states,  and  shares  borders  with  California,  Nevada,  New  Mexico,  
Utah,  and  Colorado.  It  shares  its  southern  border  with  Mexico.  Arizona’s  
capital  and  largest  city  is  Phoenix,  which  has  more  than  two  million  people.  
Arizona  is  home  to  the  Grand  Canyon,  which  is  one  of  the  nation’s  most  
popular  natural  attractions.  The  Grand  Canyon  was  carved  by  the  ancient  
Colorado  River,  which  flows  through  the  northern  part  of  Arizona.  Much  of  
southern  Arizona  is  covered  by  the  Sonoran  Desert,  which  includes  groves  
of  giant  Saguaro  cacti!    
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



  
Which  facts  belong  in  each  category?      
  
  
Borders  more  states  
Home  to  the  Grand  Canyon  
Has  more  people  
Became  a  state  first  
Located  in  the  Midwestern  United  States  
Has  deserts    
Home  to  Yosemite  National  Park      
Capital  city  and  largest  city  are  different  
One  of  the  four  corner  states    
Has  beaches  
  
  
California  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Both  
  
  
  
  
Arizona  
  
  
  
  
  
Neither  
  
  
  
  
  



  
  
  
  
Answers:  
  
California  
  
Has  more  people  
Became  a  state  first  
Home  to  Yosemite  National  Park  
Capital  city  and  largest  city  are  different  
Has  beaches  
  
  
  
  
Both  
  
Has  deserts  
  
  
  
  
Arizona  
  
Borders  more  states  
Home  to  the  Grand  Canyon  
One  of  the  four  corner  states  
  
  
Neither  
  
Located  in  the  Midwestern  United  States  
  
  
  
  


