
  
  

Dr.  Birder  
  
Drawing  conclusions:  What  bird  am  I?    
You  play  the  role  of  Dr.  Birder.  Based  on  the  birdwatcher’s  description,  and  the  three  given  
possibilities,  draw  the  correct  conclusion  and  identify  the  bird.    
  
Birdwatcher’s  Description:    
  
Dear  Dr.  Birder,  
  
I  saw  this  interesting  bird  the  other  day.  I  was  enjoying  watching  the  
sparrows  and  goldfinches  at  my  bird  feeder  when  all  of  a  sudden  I  saw  them  
scatter  in  different  directions.  I  looked  on  the  ground  and  saw  a  crow-sized  
hawk  with  a  sparrow  in  its  clutches.  It  was  large,  with  a  bluish-gray  body,  
orange  underparts,  long,  yellow  legs,  and  a  long,  rounded  tail  with  a  white  
tip.  It  had  bright  red  eyes  and  a  sharply  hooked  beak.    It  also  looked  like  it  
had  a  flat,  rather  than  rounded  head.  Can  you  help  me  out  with  the  
identification?    
  
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  –  About  the  size  of  a  large  blue  jay,  the  sharp-shinned  
hawk  is  often  seen  at  backyard  bird  feeders.  These  bird-eating  hawks  can  be  found  
in  neighborhoods,  urban  areas,  forests,  or  open  country.  The  “sharpie”  is  bluish-gray  
and  orange  underneath.  They  have  rounded  heads  and  bright  red  eyes.  The  long  tail  
is  flat  at  the  end.    
Cooper’s  Hawk  –  This  long-tailed  hawk  is  noticeably  larger  than  the  Sharp-
shinned.  It  is  bluish-gray  above  and  orange  below.  Its  lighter  gray  neck  feathers  give  
it  a  flat-headed  appearance.  It  has  long,  yellow  legs  and  bright  red  eyes.  Its  long  tail  
appears  more  rounded  at  the  tip.  It  often  attacks  birds  at  backyard  bird  feeders  but  is  
capable  of  taking  birds  larger  than  itself.  It  is  typically  found  in  urban  or  suburban  
yards,  forests,  or  open  areas.  
Northern  Goshawk  –  The  northern  goshawk  is  the  largest  and  rarest  of  the  long-
tailed  hawks.  This  agile,  heavy-bodied  hawk  is  found  in  dense  forests  of  the  taiga  
region  and  Rocky  Mountains.  About  two  feet  in  length,  the  goshawk  is  bluish-gray  
above  and  white  below.  It  has  very  powerful  talons,  red  eyes,  and  a  white  stripe  
above  each  eye.  Goshawks  take  large  prey  such  as  grouse,  ducks,  rabbits,  and  
squirrels.    
  
  
The  bird  is:  __________________________________________________    



  
Answer:  The  bird  described  is  a  Cooper’s  Hawk  
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