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Rosa Parks Printable Reading Comprehension Name

Through most of America’s history, African-Americans have enjoyed less
rights and freedoms than White Americans. In the 1900’s, a practice called
“segregation” was common in America, particularly in the Southern United
States. Segregation simply means “separation.” Schools, restaurants,
bathrooms, and even public buses were segregated. African-Americans
went to different schools, ate at different restaurants, went to different
bathrooms, and were forced to obey rules on buses that required them to give
up their seats for White passengers. “Separate but Equal,” were the words
that justified segregation, but of course, “separate but equal” really meant
that the White Americans would have many advantages over African-
Americans.

In 1955, Rosa Parks had had enough. She was riding on a public bus in
Montgomery, Alabama, when the driver ordered her to give up her seat to a
White passenger. Parks, however, refused, and was arrested. She was
ordered to pay $14 in fines because she broke the law. African-Americans
in Montgomery had also had enough. Led by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the
community banded together and staged a powerful boycott that lasted 381
days! A boycott is a form of protest in which a group refuses to buy the
services of the company or organization that is the subject of the protest.
The boycott worked! Not only did the companies that operated the buses
lose money, but the United States Supreme Court ruled that Montgomery’s
bus laws were illegal. Just nine years later, the Civil Rights Act of 1964 was
passed making segregation illegal throughout the United States.

1. What is an example of segregation?
A. Having different bathrooms depending on gender
B. Having different classrooms depending on skin color
C. Having private and public schools
D. Having height requirements for theme park rides



2. “Separate but equal” ...

A. meant that African-American children and White children would go to school in
different buildings that were equal.

B. were hollow words that really meant White students would have better places
to go to school than African-American students.

C. meant that African-American and White students would be go to school in
different places for a short while.

D. meant that in some places White students would go to better schools and in
some places African-American students would go to better schools.

3. What was the ultimate effect of Rosa Parks’ refusal to give up her seat?
A. African-Americans would have less advantages that White Americans
B. She was forced to pay $14 in fees
C. Dr. King would lead the Montgomery bus boycott
D. Segregation was made illegal in all of the United States

4. Why would a boycott work as a kind of protest?

A. A boycott could result in the government becoming involved
B. People don't like boycotts

C. Boycotts often result in companies losing a lot of money

D. Boycotts often result in violence



